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FOREWORD

T his exhibition is the result of a chance happcning. T hree artists met regu|arlg to paiﬂt and exciﬂang,c: ideas. One evening the
idea of holding an exhibition arose. T he theme of beinga guest in Brunei Darussalam evolved.

Could we do it?

The t]winlcing then bcgaﬁ in earnest. 5cin5 a guestin PBrunei meant different things to each of us. We thought about invo|ving
other cxpatriatc artists in Pruner. | heir a[:sproachcs, hesitant at first, were welcomed. Professional artists and those who had
exhibited before 5uPPorh=:C’ the less cxpcricnccd. Some had received international acclaim - others were inspircc{ and
encouragr:ci by them. An exploratory meeting, suggcstcd that there was the (Jepth of talent for a worthwhile exhikition.
Ncrvoush,j‘ we decided: | et's do it 5Ponsors were sougi':t and a world - class venue was identified. 511(](16:1[9, we were no
|ongcrjust involved. We were committed.

Wl’lat do we have in common - twentg exPatriatcs from ten countries and of all ages? Wc have agreed to this statement of

F'UI’F'OSC:

"Wor‘x.ir\g togctl-uer in this country has enriched aur visual voca]:)ulary as well as ins!:virecl themes in our art.”

(stn-lg the |anguagc of art, we try to express more Powcrfuﬂﬂ the influences of the uniquc experience of fiving here. Some of
us never dreamed that we would become artists in bmnei anditis Partlcularhj rewarding to see those who are not ProFes&ionaJ
artists rcﬂccting on their cxPeriences througiﬂ a varicti.} of media.

Ti’)is is not a Cc)mpctitivc event - rather a com:’ng togctlncr of those with an interest in the arts who wish to share their

cxPcriences with a wider Pubhc. Now that we have PrcP;Srcd for Guests in Brunes, we are all excited about the opportunity of
sceing cach other's works in this wonderful setting.

Timc passes; Pcoplc come and go. Our stay here is limited and we are conscious of the ‘rcmporan; status of being guests and
the |n5piration Providcd by the vivid expcricncc of |iviﬂg i Brunei Darussalam.

We would like to thank our Sponsors: the Australian I'figh (ommission, CfBT the (anadian High Commission and A”eg
I:ramemal:e_rs for their generous sul:vport‘ Wc would also like to express our gratltudf: to the ]5runci Muscums Department
for hosting our exhibition.

The Organising C ommittee, Guests in Brunei




Guests in Brunei . Art [ <hibition . November 2002

Duane Nickerson
Canada

Since moving, to Brunei in 1997, my work as a Paintcr has been directig affected 59 the
intense, cvcr~growing environment that surrounds me. T_Ivc rather barren C;anad'ian landscape
that had shaped my Pcrccption of what an environment was, and my immersion in the 1ush‘ fetid
oven of life that is the landscapc of Borneo caused intense sensory confusion. At midclay
while wa”dng in the ung|e | could hear the Plants growing with a hig}w—Pitchccj, electrical buzz,
and see the heat me{ting into the leaves and the earth.

The environment here seems to grow inccssantly with a kind of lwungcr fuelled b‘L) the mtcnsitg
of the sun. l had dreams of bcing absorbed bq strange Plants with hugc: pores and cells that
would dissolve my skin while | 5|cPt. T hese dreams were intensified with stories of brutal hand-
to-hand ki”ings that were tal(ing Placc in Kallmantan. The Passion of the blood lust unleashed
139 the massacres seemed somehow suited to this environment of Pcrpctual, furious grow{'h in
which creeper vines overtake and kill other plants in a mad desire to grow, to be alive. The |ban
warriors mark their skin with Plant-likc motifs in a strange ritual of camouﬂage. Thcy Paint
themselves into the growth; they/join in this strange dance of c‘lccay and growth, of death and life.

If my Paintings rcquirc(‘l a theme, | would describe the theme as the inevitabi]ity of life. |n the
forests of Bornco it is life that seems eternal and inescapablc.



ALLEY ?@

framemaker CfBT
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